Brahmins
India  ( Bharat ) is the motherland of Brahmins, who form the Hindu priestly class. Today,  it is the abode of approximately 40 million of them. However, in the past 50 years, thousands have migrated to greener pastures around the world the United States of America and Canada being their preferred new homes, where we see them as , Priests and Pundits, Doctors and Engineers, Scientists and  Educators, Entrepreneurs  and Business persons.
According to one school of thought, the present day Brahmins are the descendents of Aryans who invaded India from central Asia around 6000 B.C, settled in the Gangetic plain and established their way of life, after driving out the local inhabitants called the Dravidians, to the South. Aryan society was initially divided into three classes, the priestly class, the warrior class and the rest. Over the millenniums intermixture took place and the Dravidian priestly class adopted the Brahmin norms of the conquerors.
Yet another school of thought that has gained ground in recent times, challenges the Aryan invasion theory as a biased view of Western Indologists, albeit their commendable contributions in collecting analyzing and spreading the message of the Vedas. Not denying that people from central Asia might have come to India, as have several successive waves, this hypothesis says that a highly evolved culture already existed which assimilated the Aryans. This view is supported by archeological findings at Harappa (now in Pakistan). This period is recognized as the Indus (Sindhu river) valley civilization. 
The earliest reference to Brahmins, a derivative of the word Brahmana, in the classical language of Sanskrit, occurs in the Vedas written about 6000 B.C
" Brahmanosya mukhamaseeth
 bahoo raajanya kritaha
 Uroo tadasya yadVysyaha
  Padbhyagam shoodro ajaayata." (Purusha Sukta) 
‘Brahmins represent the face of the creator,
 warrior class (Kshatriyas)  the shoulders,
 merchant class (Vysya) the thighs and
 the agriculturist class (Shudra), the legs.’ 
In the Bhagavadgita, which is of much later origin, lord Krishna says,
" Chaatur varnam maya sristyam, Guna, Karma vibhagashah".
‘ I created the four classes, depending on their nature (Gunas namely Satva, Rajas or Tamas) and past actions (Karma). 
 The scriptures do not say that this class is superior  or that class is inferior. Heredity as a caste marker is of much later origin and thousands of castes have proliferated in India.
From ancient times  Brahmins are dedicated to the study of the Vedas, Philosophy, Teaching, Astrology and Medical science, spreading the message of Hinduism, being advisers to kings and Governments and so forth.
In answering his own rhetorical question ‘ What is the duty of the Brahmin?’ The sixty – eighth Shankaracharya of the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham, has said, ‘ The most important aspect of our worldly lives is to obtain the grace of God. It is the duty of the Brahmins to obtain such grace for the benefit of society’.
H e r i t a g e

The Brahminic concepts and practices have deep roots going back to 6000 B.C called the Vedic period. It was during this period that the priestly class exerted their greatest influence on society. Animal sacrifice was an important form of worshipping gods. The sacrificial ceremonies that became elaborate, demanded special training for the priestly class. The ‘Yajna kartru’ (the head of the family who performed the Yajna) who might be a king or a Brahmin house - holder had limitations for conducting the complex and minute rituals of the sacrificial ceremony. Priesthood became hereditary, each family having its own priest (Kula Purohit ). Yet another circumstance that led to the ascendancy of the priestly class was the need to preserve the Vedas and promote Vedic culture. The Brahmin class assumed this responsibility. To be worthy for this honor, the Brahmin became devoted to his calling, set and lived by high standards, shunned worldly honor, spoke the truth, led a virtuous life, and kept himself pure in mind and body. This, he did with admirable dignity and honor. Vedic tradition is still a driving force for millions of Hindus the world over, thanks to the devotion and sacrifice of the priestly class, who weathered the storms of bigotry and hatred not only of the alien forces, but also of certain sections of Indian society which did not see eye to eye with the Brahmin class. This bigotry continues even to this day.
Vedas 

	


Brahma

 Veda means ‘Divine knowledge’. It is believed that the Vedas emanated like breath from the creator ‘Brahma’, the soul of the universe. They were revealed to the ‘Rishis’ (sages) and hence known as ‘Shrutis’. (what was heard).
The Vedas dating back to 6000 B.C are the holy books on which the Hindu religion is based. There are four Vedas, Rig-Veda, Yajur-Veda, Sama-Veda and Atharva-Veda. Of these the Rig-Veda is the chief. Vedas consist of Hymns (sacred songs, mantras) written in Sanskrit. Vedas have been handed down from generation to generation by word of mouth by dedicated generations of Brahmins.  for the benefit of humanity.

Phenomenon of Oral Communication. 

" In the British Museum one may see the written Bible of the third and fourth centuries A.D; The Holy Qoran of thirteen hundred years ago beautifully scribed, but one would rarely find a script of the Veda of such an ancient date. Such an amazing phenomenon of preserving the most ancient texts of 20,000 verses through all the years of History could not have occurred in any other land. The credit goes to the traditional Brahmanas of India who against all hazards of human history could keep the texts so well preserved with the right phonetic accents and accuracy to this day."
Credit:  - "The Holy Vedas - A Golden Treasury" by Pandit Satyakam  Vidyalankar. Published by Clarion Books. Delhi. 
Each Veda consists of three parts known as Mantras, Brahmanas and Aranyakas. The collection of the mantras (hymns) is called Samhita. The Brahmanas include the precepts and religious duties. The Upanishads and the Aranyakas are the concluding portions of the Brahmanas, which discuss philosophical concepts. The Upanishads contain the intellectual background of the subsequent thought of the country - India
‘While the hymns reflect the creativity of the poets, the Brahmanas are the work of the priests and the Upanishads are the treatise of meditations of the philosophers and deal with ‘esoteric doctrine.’ 
A unique feature of the Vedas is that they do not say, ’this is the only God’. Or ‘this is the only way’. They are non – dogmatic.
	Rig-veda


The Rig-Veda Samhita (collection) consists of 1017 hymns (Mantras), covering a total of about 10,589 verses, in praise of gods. (Devas). It begins and ends with a hymn to Agni (god of fire).
The Vedas and Upanishads also contain verses of universal appeal. Some examples:
" Ano Bhadraaha Kritao Yantu Vishvataha." 
" Let noble thoughts come to us from all directions" 
"Om Sahanau vavatu, sahanau bhunaktu 
Sahaveeryam karavavahai
 Tejasvina vadheetamastu, Maa Vidvishavahi".  
" Let us live in harmony, let us share the harvest
  let our thoughts and deeds create synergy 
to illuminate the Globe." ( R.G ). 
"Ekam Sat, Vipraha bahuda vadanti."
‘ Truth is one, the learned perceive it differently’, 
"Om Purnam adah purnam idam
  purnaat purnam udachyate.
  Purnaysa puornam aadya  
 purnam evavashishyate" 
‘That is full, this is full
  From Fullness is born fullness
  When fullness is taken away from fullness, 
  Fullness still remains’. 
According to His Holiness Sri Prabhupada, founder of the International Society for Krishna consciousness - ISKCON, 

" The personality of Godhead is perfect and complete. Because He is completely perfect, all emanations from Him, such as this phenomenal world, are perfectly equipped as a complete whole. Whatever is produced of the complete whole, is also complete in itself. Because He is the complete whole, even though so many complete units emanate from Him, He remains the complete balance."    
"Satyam Vada, Dharmam Chara".
‘Speak the truth, Lead a righteous life’. 
"Maatru Devo Bhava, Pitru Devo Bhava, Acharya Devo Bhava, Atithi Devo Bhava"
"Mother is divine, Father is divine, Teacher is divine, Guest is divine’. 
The Vedas, like no other religious text, pray for the well being of not only the human beings but also
 of animals and plant life:
"Shanno astu Dwipade sham Chatushpade"
‘Let not only two legged but four legged beings thrive’. 
	Yajur-veda


The word ‘yaj’ means worship and the word ‘yajur’ means sacrificial worship. Yajur - Veda gives a practical shape to the verses of the Rig-Veda, and helps actual performance of the Yajnas by using the hymns and mantras of the Rig-Veda. This Veda has 1975 verses.
Yajur - Veda is divided into two main branches. Shukla (white) Yajur-veda and Krishna (black) Yajur - Veda. Rishi ‘Yaajnavalkya’ is believed to have brought the Shukla Yajur - Veda to the knowledge of the world, from the Sun god. While Shukla Yajur-Veda is the prevalent school in North India, Krishna Yajur-Veda is the norm in South India.
	Sama-Veda


"Sama" pronounced as ‘ Saama’, means to bring peace (Shanti) of mind. The Sama-Veda sets to melodious music, the mantras of the Rig-Veda. Sama Gaana is said to be the basis and source of the seven Swaras (notes) which are embedded in to Indian classical music. In the Bhagavad Gita, Krishna declares, ‘ Amongst the Vedas, I am Sama Veda.’ Sama Veda has 1875 verses.
	Atharva-Veda


This Veda is named after a Rishi by name Atharvan, who brought to light these Mantras. Many types of Mantras to ward off evil and hardship and for destruction of ones enemies are contained here. This Veda has mantras that pertain to gods not mentioned in the other Vedas, also hymns dealing with Creation. Brahma who supervises Yajnas, is representative of Atharva Veda. This Veda has 5977 verses 
There are different sets of priests for each of the first three Vedas. Those who specialize in reciting the Rig Veda are called ‘Hotris’.
The priests specializing in the recital of Yajur-Veda are called ‘Adhwaryus’.
The chanters of the Sama Veda are called  'Udgatris’.
Phenomenon of oral Communication.
" In the British Museum, one may see a written Bible of the third and fourth centuries A.D.; the Holy Qoran of thirteen hundred years ago beautifully scribed, but one would rarely find a script of the Veda of such an ancient date. Such an amazing phenomenon of preserving the most ancient of texts of 20,000 verses through all the years of history could not have occurred in any other land. The credit goes to the traditional Brahmins who against all hazards of human history could keep the texts so well preserved with the right phonetic accents and accuracy to this day" 
 From 'The Holy Vedas, A Golden Treasury' by Pandit Satyakam Vidyalankar. Clarion Books. Delhi. India
Upa Vedas
There are four secondary Vedas, which are science rather than Shruti. Their ages are not determined, although they may be of much later origin.
The Upavedas are; Ayurveda (medicine), Dhanur Veda (military science) Gandharva Veda (music and dance) and Sthapatya Veda (Architecture).
	Upanishads


Upanishads form the concluding part of the Vedas and are called ‘Vedanta’. They are the foundations on which most of the philosophies and religions of India rest. The objective of these treatises is to ascertain the mystic sense of the text of the Vedas. Such metaphysical subjects as the origin of the Universe, nature of God, nature of Soul, and the connection between mind and matter are discussed. 
Upanishads are generally in prose form but some are in verse form too. There are about 108 in number, the oldest one dating back to the sixth century B.C.
The three Acharyas, Shankara, Ramanuja and Madhwa have written commentaries on the following ten Upanishads.
Isaavaasya Upanishad. Kenopanishad. and Kathopanishad. 
Prashna, Mundaka and Mandukya Upanishads. 
Taittereeya Upanishad and Aitareya Upanishad. 
Chaandogya Upanishad. 
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad. 
Brihadaaranyaka is the biggest Upanishad. This Upanishad discusses the nature of the Soul (Aatman) and describes it as ‘ that which cannot be described’. This is it’s ‘neti neti’ doctrine, meaning ‘not this, not this’.
Mundakopanishad is meant for enlightened persons like Sanyasis, who are detached from worldly attachments.
Prashnopanishad, as the name indicates, is in Question and Answer format. It answers, questions such as, what is the origin of Creation? Who are Devatas (gods)? How is life connected to the body? What is the truth behind the states of Wakefulness, Sleep and Dream? what are the benefits of chanting the Omkara mantra (Om). And finally what is the relationship between Jeeva (Life force) and Purusha. (Supreme Being)
Great names from the Vedic period. 

	Agasthya
	Angirasa
	Apasthamba
	Arundhati

	Ashwalayana
	Ashwatthama
	Atharvan
	Atri

	Badarayana
	Bharadwaja
	Bhrigu
	Brihaspati

	Charaka
	Chandogya
	Chyavana
	Dattatreya

	Drona
	Dhaumya
	Durvasa
	Gargi

	Gowtama
	Harita
	Jamadagni
	Kanwa

	Kapila
	Kasyapa
	Maitrayi
	Manu

	Markandeya
	Mudgala
	Narada
	Panini

	Patanjali
	Pulastya
	Rishyashringa
	Sankhyayana

	Shandilya
	Shukracharya
	Shushruta
	Utatya

	Vaishampayana
	Vasishta
	Vatsayana
	Vishwamitra

	Yajnavalkya
	 
	 
	 


Brahmavadini 

In addition to Arundhati, Gargi and Maitrayi mentioned above we come across  the following  women of high learning and exalted status.  

	Aditi
	Apaala
	Dhaarini
	Indrani

	Jahu  
	Lopamudra
	Romasha
	Siddha

	Shivaa
	Shrimati
	Sulabha
	Swadha

	Vapuna 
	Vedavathi
	Yamee
	


E p i c  M y t h o l o g y

Of later origin than the Vedas and the Upanishads are the great Epics   Ramayana, Mahabharata and the Bhagavadgita. Ramayana and Mahabharata celebrate the legendary actions of their respective heroes, Rama (Ramachandra) and Krishna who appear as mortal men and considered as incarnations of lord Vishnu. The Bhagavadgita is a small but most popular part of the Mahabharata. It is the subject of numerous commentaries by scholars both Indian and Western. These epics are also widely read and revered by Hindus. Most Hindus know the themes, of the  Epics.
Puranas 

Puranas meaning old tales, of more recent origin than the Upanishads, and written in verse form, praise the powers of the trinity, Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. There are eighteen Puranas containing 400,000 couplets. Of these the Skanda purana is the longest with 81,000 and the Brahma Purana the shortest with 10,000 couplets.
Brahma, Brahmanda, Brahma-vaivarta, Bhavishya, Markandeya and Vamana Puranas are dedicated to Brahma. 
To Vishnu are dedicated Bhagavata, Garuda, Naradiya, Padma, Varaha and Vishnu Puranas. 
Those dedicated to Shiva are, Agni, Kurma, Linga, Matsya, Shiva and Skanda Puranas. 
Bhagavata Purana, that deals with the incarnation of Vishnu 
 as Krishna is the most popular
    R e l i g i o n          
  The religion of the Vedic period is called ‘Sanatana Dharma’ (ageless and timeless moral and religious duty), which later came to be called Hinduism. 
  “Religion is an experience. The Hindu scriptures, the Vedas, register the experience of seers who grappled with the fundamental reality”. “The claim of the Vedas rests on spiritual experience which is the birth right of every man. This experience can be gained by anyone who undergoes a certain discipline and puts forth an effort. From the time of the Rig Veda till today, the Hindus adopted an attitude of respect for other faiths.” Dr S Radhakrishnan. ‘The Spirit of Religion’. 
  “ Religion does not mean mere ritual. It means Dharma. What is Dharma? That, which if we follow, will make us contented and happy.” Sri Chandrasekharendra  Saraswati. Shankaracharya  of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham.’ The Vedas.’ 
  Gods 
  The concept of Godhead and God evolved through a long period of inquiry,  and we see in the Rig Veda both monotheism and monism. The early Vedic person worshipped natural phenomena, personifying these as gods, 
 Indra (god of the skies), Agni, (fire god) Varuna, (rain god) and so forth. 
 Later on, it was thought that these are manifestations of the same Universal god, perceived differently at different times. 
  The concept of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva (Rudra) comes later, and these form the triad of Godhead. Whereas the names Vishnu and Shiva are found in the Vedas and the Brahmanas, the name Brahma does not figure at all. In the Vedas, the active creator of the world is called ‘Hiranya-Garbha’ (Golden embryo) ‘Prajapati’ etc but not Brahma.  The Rig Veda refers to god sometimes, as ‘it’ which may be misconstrued as disrespect. In reality it represents a highly evolved concept implying that god could be a ‘he’ or a ‘she’ or some other form, beyond our comprehension. Consequently, goddess ‘Shakti’ and other manifestations of this ‘supreme goddess’, came to be worshipped. 
  Brahma came to be known as the Creator, Vishnu as the Preserver and Shiva as the Redeemer. Later on, Shiva and Vishnu worship assumed importance. Brahma’s name is invoked in religious services only and he is not worshipped like Vishnu and Shiva. How ever, there is only one place Pushkara (near Ajmir in Rajasthan) where he is worshipped. 
Over the millenniums, the following five gods are being worshipped by Brahmins and Hindus, by what is referred to as the “Panchayatana pooja”. 
Ganesha        Vishnu     Shiva      Shakti      Surya (Sun) 
Rishis  and  Gotras 
  Rishi means a sage. The Vedas were revealed to them and the respective hymns  stand in their names. Seven Rishis (Saptarshi) are recognized as the mind born sons of the creator Brahma.  The ’Satapatabrahmana’ gives their names as, 
 Vashishta, Kashyapa, Viswamitra, Jamadagni, Gautama, Bharadwaja and Atri. 
The Vayupurana adds the eighth name of ‘Bhrigu’, but the congregation is still called ‘Saptarshi’. 
  Brahmins trace their lineage to these seven Rishis. By keeping close track of their family tree through a system called, Gotra  (lineage record), they have been able to avoid  co-sanguineous marriages. Also by marrying within the Brahmin groups to which they belong, Brahmins have preserved and safeguarded their genetic value. 
‘Pravara’  which is taught to the youth at ‘Thread ceremony’, is the foundation for keeping track of the patrelineal lineage. The ‘Pravara’ identifies the person with two,  three or five of his ancestors, the ‘Sutra’ and the branch of the Veda. 
A typical ‘Pravara’ of a man born in the Haritasa Gotra a branch of the Bharadwaja lineage, and christened (namakarana) as  Nagaraja at birth, will read as: 
‘Angirasa, Ambarisha, Yavanashva thriyarisheya pravaranvitha, Haritasa Gotra Ashwalayana sutra, Rik Shaka, Adhyayee, Nagaraja Sharma, aham bho abhivadaye.’ 
Meaning: 
‘ I  Nagaraja  Sharma,  belonging to Haritasa Gotra in the lineage of the three Rishis, Angirasa, Ambarisha , Yavanashwa, and following Ashwalayana sutra of the Rigveda, offer my salutations.’   
H i s t o r y 
The Yajurveda introduces us to a new epoch of religious and social life in India. The center of Vedic civilization now shifts from the Indus valley to further east, to the territory in the middle of Northern India, occupied by the  Kurus and the Panchalas. 
 The country of Kurus called the Kurukshetra , is the holy land of the Yajurveda and the Brahmanas attached to them. This land lies between the Sutlej and Jamuna rivers. 
" Kurukshetra was the country in which the Brahminic religious and social system was developed and  from which it spread to the rest of India. In the Manusmrithi  (the famous law book of Manu), the land of the Kurus is regarded with veneration as the special home of Brahminism and as such designated as Brahmavarta. Together with the country of Panchalas, and that of their neighbors to the south of the Jamuna, the Matsyas (with Mathura as their capital), and the Surasenas, it is spoken of as the "land of Brahmin sages, where the bravest warriors and the most pious priests live."  (Arthur A Macdonell. A history of Sanskrit literature). 
  Historically, Brahmin philosophers and priests have played a key role in defining and giving meaning to the Hindu way of life, and holding together the diverse elements of society against onslaught of other religious ideas and dogmas, formidable task indeed. On the flip side, Brahmins have been criticized from time to time, of orthodoxy and perpetuating the caste system, which led to the creation of breakaway religions such as Buddhism and Jainism, thousands of years ago. More recently Arya Samaj, Ramakrishna order and other movements, which do not accept the Brahminic interpretation of Hinduism, have formed their own religious order. Thus, although the Brahminic influence is waning, learned Brahmins who remain true to their heritage and vocation continue to influence the Hindu society, in religious, social and cultural matters. 
  Brahmins are not organized in the sense the Catholics are under the Vatican.  Therein lie their strength and their weakness. 
P h i l o s o p h y 
Hindu philosophy is essentially spiritual.
"It is the intense spirituality of India that has enabled it to resist the ravages of time and the incursion into its motherland of alien philosophies. The founders of philosophy strive for a socio-spiritual reformation of the country. When the Hindu civilization is often called Brahminical, it is so because; its main philosophies are shaped by great thinkers, most of who are Brahmins."
Broad divisions of Hindu Philosophy are: 
Vedic period. Up to 600 B. C
This was the time of forest universities (Ashrams and Gurukuls) where evolved the rudiments of the noble idealism of India. We discern here a progressive thought process, signified by the Mantras (hymns), the Brahmanas, and the Upanishads. The views expressed at this stage are not exactly philosophical. It is the age of brain storming, where superstition and intelligent thinking seem to co-exist.
Epic period. 600 B. C to A.D 200
The Epics of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata serve as the vehicles through which was conveyed the new message of the heroic and the godly in human relations.
Sutra period. From A.D 200
In this period the mass of material generated was summarized in the form of Sutras (rule in verse form expressed in brief but technical language). Here, critical attitude in philosophy developed. Samkhya, Yoga, Mimamsa, Vedanta, Vaisesika and Nyaya schools were born.  
Scholastic period. Also dating from A.D 200
By this time the Sutras had become complex and unintelligible. It was impossible to comprehend them without expert commentaries.
Great names of, Bhaskara, Jayanta, Kumarila Bhatta, Madhwa, Raghunatha, Shankara, Sridhara and Vachaspathi, belong to this period. ‘Of these commentators Shankara and Ramanuja have become as distinguished as the original thinkers. Their commentaries are just as valuable as a spiritual discovery’. Dr S Radhakrishnan.
Haribhadra who lived in the ninth century A.D is yet another great Brahmin thinker converted to Jainism. He is the famous author of fourteen hundred Prabhandas (chapters of works) and one of the first to introduce Sanskrit language into the scholastic literature of the Svetambara (white dressed) Jains. 
Shankaracharya preached Advaita philosophy. (Monism) 
Ramanujacharya preached Visishtadwaita. (blend of Monism& Dualism) 
Madhwacharya preached Dwaita philosophy. (Dualism). 
Some of the well-known later day philosophers, saints and commentators are: 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
1896 - 1977 
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The tenth guru in the Sri Krishna Chaitanya Mahaprabhu ‘Parampara’ (tradition), he was the founder of International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKON) to spread the Krishna Bhakti movement, beyond the shores of India. ISKON has built exquisite Krishna temples all over the world and also a beautiful palace of Prabhupada at Moundsville, Virginia, U.S.A.
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
15th century 
Fifteenth century saint, philosopher who gave a tremendous boost to the Bhakti marga’ championed by the Vaisnava (worshippers of Vishnu) acharyas and saints, through his ‘Sankeertana’ movement. (chanting and singing the names of Krishna with transcendental love). He opened the doors of divine love to all, by preaching the glories of Krishna (Hari) by chanting and singing his name.
Dayananda Saraswati
1824-1883 

Born to Karshanji Lalji Tiwari and Amrith ba, in Gujarat state, Moolashankar was, a profound thinker from childhood. He left home at the young age of 21, in search of a Guru who would teach him philosophy and the meaning of life and death. It was his Guru Swamy Poornanda who named him as Dayananda Saraswati. Dayananda later founded the Arya Samaj, a social reform movement that condemns caste system and untouchability. He fought for equality of women and emphasized the Vedic way of life.
Raghavendra Swamy
1598 – 1671 
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Great scholar, philosopher, writer and saint in the Dwaitha tradition. At the age of 23, he renounced his loving wife and took Sanyasa. Legend says, that he resurrected two children from the dead, one of whom was the child of a Muslim chieftain of the town of Savanoor, in Karnataka. He renounced this world by entering into ‘Samadhi sthiti’ (breath control, deep meditation and passing on). As desired by him, his devotees built a ‘Brindavan’ (resting place) around him, using brick and mortar. This town called Mantralaya on the banks of river Tungabhadra in the state of Karnataka, is a pilgrimage center.
Sri Ramakrishna
1836 - 1886 
Sri Ramakrishna who later came to be recognized as the ‘Paramahamsa’, was an Un- known temple priest, in the Kali temple at Dakshineshwar near Calcutta. His intense devotion to goddess Kali and his claim that he had seen her, resulted in him being branded as a lunatic. After traversing the whole gamut of Indian spiritual life, he experimented with Christianity and Islam. Realizing that all religions lead to the same super conscious mystic state, he started preaching the essential unity of all religions and the need for harmony among the votaries of all religions. The Ramakrishna Mission and the Ramakrishna Mutt are the direct offshoots of this.
Ramana Maharishi
1879 – 1950 
A great soul, he left his home in early boyhood seeking spiritual knowledge and peace. Settling at Arunachala in Tamilnad, he would give simple, short, clear replies to the questions of his devotees. His constant teaching was that the way to cleanse the mind of its impurities was meditation. He has written a book called ‘Upadesa Sara’. He wrote much in Tamil. 
Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan
1888 – 1975 
Was a distinguished writer, Philosopher, Professor at Oxford and President of India. Besides translating Dhammapada, (Buddhist text), he has authored several philosophical works.
Sarada Devi
1853 - 1920 
Married to Sri Ramakrishna at he tender age of six, she led a celibate life in service of her master and his disciples. As a spiritual teacher, as a guide to the activities of the Ramakrishna organizations, and as an ardent supporter of women’s education she became a spiritual master in her own right. 
Sayanacharya
13th century A.D 

Brother of Vidyaranya, Statesman and Philosopher whose commentaries on the Vedas are considered one of the best even to - day. Author of ‘Alankara Sudha Nidhi’. (work on poetics) and ‘Subhashita Sudhanidhi’ (collection of wise sayings’). 
Swami Sivananda
1887 - 1963 
Forsaking a promising medical career, Sivananda who had a natural flair for study and practice of Vedanta, took to life of renunciation for ministering to the soul of man. Settling at Hrishikesh in the Himalayas, he practiced intense austerities and shone as a great Yogi. For disseminating spiritual knowledge and for training common man in Yoga and Vedanta, he established,’ The Divine Life Society’ and’ The Yoga Vedanta Forest Academy’, at Hrishikesh. In 1953 he convened a ‘World Parliament of Religions.’ He has written over 300 books.
Swami Vivekananda
1863 - 1902 
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Swami Vivekananda, who was born as Narendra, at Calcutta in 1863 was the favorite disciple and chosen heir of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. At an early age, he came under the influence of Sri Ramakrishna, and took ‘Sanyasa’. After the passing away of his guru, Vivekananda traveled the length and breadth of India, mostly by bare foot teaching universal brotherhood of man, and Vedanta philosophy. Swami Vivekananda represented India at the Conference of World Religions held in September 1893, in Chicago, winning high acclaim for his erudite and forceful representation of Indian culture and Hindu Philosophy. The Vedanta society in Chicago is a befitting tribute to this great son of India, who attained eternal bliss in 1902.
Vedanta Deshikar
1268 - 1369 A.D 
A great scholar and saint in the Srivaisnava tradition, he lived for a full hundred years and worked tirelessly in the cause of spreading Dharma. He has written 53 philosophical works, 5 poems, 28 hymns and 19 works, in Tamil language. 
Vidyaranya
13th century A.D 
A great and famous saint, recognized as the founder of Karnataka. When Hinduism and Hindu culture were facing great danger in South India, he provided hope and inspiration for two brothers Hakka and Bukka to repulse the invaders. 
He laid the foundation for the city of Vijayanagara, which later became the Vijayanagar Empire. He guided its kings as preceptor and Prime Minister. 
Vidyaranya became the twelfth head of Shankaracharya’s , Sharada Peetha at Sringeri in 1331 A.D. He wrote commentaries on the four Vedas and Upanishads. He was probably 118 years of age when he attained eternal bliss in 1386 A.D.
W a y  o f  l i f e

The practice of Religion
Bhakti Marga, Gnana Marga and Yoga Marga, 
are the three paths (Devotion, Knowledge and Yoga) for god realization, which is the ultimate aim of the Hindu religion. All Brahminical teachings and writings lead to one of these paths. One is free to choose the path depending upon his or her intellect, inclination, or inner urge. Whereas the Gnana and Yoga margas may call for high degree of learning and discipline, the Bhakti Marga or the path of devotion and love is within easy reach of all. The Bhakti movement has been and will be a very potent force in god realization.
Bhakti encompasses, from offering simple prayers in praise of a god or respective gods to the highly ritualistic. The nature of these ceremonies, depend upon the deity, the level of knowledge of the priest/s. The belief is that anything done with devotion will reach the gods. In keeping with intellectual tradition, there have been debates as to which path is the best for god realization.
Shankara in his ‘Bhaja Govinda  Stotram’  says
" Bhaja Govindam,  Bhaja Govindam,  Govindam Bhaja moodhamate samprapte sannihite kaley,  nahi nahi rakshati dukurinkarane. "
" Pray to lord Govinda, pray to lord Govinda, ignorant folks 
 when your time is up, you won’t be saved by your book bank." (R.G)
Vedic Worship
The Indian landscape is dotted with Hindu temples and there is hardly any town or village without one. The second half of the 20th century has witnessed the construction of hundreds of Hindu temples in many parts of the globe but especially in the USA. 
In most of these temples, ritual form of worship is offered by learned Brahmin priests. However, the Government of India has of late, inducted other Hindus to priestly duties, in the temples run by it, in India.
The traditional ritual consists of sixteen elements and is called ‘ Shodasha upachara pooja’. This type of worship is also offered in Brahmin households and households where Brahmin priests perform ‘pooja’. Each household worships a deity termed "Kula Daivata" (Family god). In addition there is "Ishta Daivata" (Personal god).
Shodasha upachara consists of
a) Dhyana. (prayer).
b) Avahana invocation
c) Aaasana (offering seating)
d) Paadya (washing of feet)*
e) Arghya (washing of hands)*
f) Aachamana (offering of drinking water)*
g) Snana (bathing ritual)
h) Vastra (new dress)
i) Yajnopavita (sacred thread)
j) Gandha (sandal paste)
k) Abharana (jewelry)
l) Akshata (colored rice, Turmeric powder, Vermillion powder)
m) Pushpa (flowers)
n) Dhoopa (incense)
o) Deepa (lighted, oil soaked cotton wicks).
          p) Naivedya (offering of specially prepared food).
Water in a pot, (Kalasha) sanctified by invoking the names of seven sacred rivers of India namely Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari, Saraswathi, Narmada, Sindhu, Kaveri, is used for worship.
After the above offerings, Arathi (camphor light) and recitation of Vedic hymns called Mantra Pushpa concludes the Pooja (worship). 
Pooja is based on Mantras (hymns) and is focused on concentrating on sounds. There are also diagrams called ‘Yantras’, which have the mantras as the core. These are usually inscribed on copper plates, which are then worshipped.
Homa
On special occasions, a sacrificial ceremony is performed in temples and households, which is called ‘Homa’. This has nothing to do with the animal sacrifice some Hindus offer to propitiate their gods. The Homa is performed under the guidance and authority of highly learned priests and may take up to six hours or more. More popular Homas are,
Ganapathi Homa for Lord Ganesha
Sudarshana Homa for Lord Vishnu.
Mrityunjaya Homa for Lord Shiva. 
Chandi Homa for goddess Shakthi. (Durga). 
Navagraha Homa for Surya (Sun). 
Navagraha means nine planets, which are, the Sun, Moon, Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn and the ascending and descending Nodes, named Raahu and Kethu, that are also considered as planets. In the sanskrit language these are called, respectively,
Surya, Chandra, Mangala, Budha, Guru, Shukra, Shani, Rahu and Kethu. 
The fire god Agni is invoked at the ‘Homa’ and with the chanting of appropriate hymns, clarified butter (butter oil), and other offerings such as rice, coconut, gold and silver, new cloth (Vastra) are offered. In this case Agni also acts as carrier of the offerings to heaven for the respective gods, for whose blessings the Homa is performed.
Samskaras
‘Samskaras’ mean sacraments. According to Max Mueller," the prescription of these ceremonies reflect the deep rooted tendency in the heart of man to bring the chief events of human life into contact with a higher power, and to give to our joys and suffering a deeper significance and a religious sanctification."
Samskaras are rooted in the Rig-Veda, although the Atharva-veda is rich in mantras relating to marriage and funeral ceremonies. The objective of the Samskaras, are several. The removal of evil spirits, invoking blessings from gods for material gains, longevity and good progeny, are a few of these. The common thread holding all Samskaras is the worship of Agni (fire God) and Varuna (rain God) and the sprinkling or sipping of the holy water to wash away evil spirits and impurities. Different Mantras are chanted and different gods are worshipped depending upon the ceremony.
Samskaras are forty in number. The prominent are 
a) Garbha daana. Pre natal ceremony.
b) Pumsavana. Performed in the 2nd,3rd or 4th month of pregnancy. 
c) Seemantha. Performed in the 7th or 8th month. 
d) Jaatakarma. Immediately after child birth. 
e) Naamakarana. Child naming ceremony. 10th or 12th day after birth. 
f) Annaprasana. First feeding of cooked rice to child,at 6 months. 
g) Choodakarma. First tonsure for male child, at three years of age. 
h) Upanayana
.Thread giving ceremony, performed in the 8th,11th or 12th year of male child calculated from the conception date, when   the Guru teaches the’ Gayatri mantra’. Thereafter the child is empowered to study the Vedas and participate in Vedic functions. 
i) Vivaha (Marriage).
Vivaha means support to sustain. Sustain Dharma. Solemnized, with Agni as the     witness. The marriage is complete when the couple take seven steps together (Saptapadi). 
j) Anthyeshti. Funeral  Samskaras performed at death, by the oldest son, help the parent attain peace in the next world. Cremation by fire is the rule. A  touching Mantra says “ May the organ of vision go to the Sun; may the Prana (soul) merge in the atmosphere; may you go to a virtuous place. “.   

 Prayers of the Brahmins

Brahmins are enjoined to offer prayers thrice daily, as prescribed in the Vedas. Young men are, initiated by their Gurus, to chant the mantras , at their first     “Thread ceremonies”,   These are the ‘Sandhya Vandana’ offered at dusk 
and dawn, and Madhyanhika offered at noon. 

 The sacred mantra of Gayatri is recited at these times.  Devata pooja is
performed in the morning and evening.
Omkara mantra 

OM 

AUM 
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Harappa-Seal                                                          Turned 90 degrees 

The most sacred and solemn mantra, chanted at the beginning of prayers and religious ceremonies and at the beginning of invocations. Although it is commonly used as monosyllable, it is composed of three syllables A U and M. These syllables represent the three Vedas. They also represent the Hindu triad (Trimurthis), Vishnu, Shiva and Brahma, respectively. Proper chanting of this mantra and the following Gayatri mantra as initiated by a Guru, would bestow great benefits. 

Gayatri mantra  

Gayatri mantra is the most sacred manta from the Rig veda. In the Bhagavadgita, lord Krishna says, "Among the mantras I am Gayatri". 

"Om bhur bhuvah swah: tat Savitar varenyam" 

bhargo devasya dhee mahi, dhio yonah prachodayat". 

Young men are initiated to chant the mantra by the family priests, during their "thread ceremony". It is considered the sacred duty of Brahmins, to recite this mantra silently, at least 108 times, during daily prayers offered at Dawn, Mid-day and at Dusk. 

The Gayatri mantra is a part of the Pranayama mantra which is recited before meditating on the Gayatri. The full verse is as follows. 

  ‘Om Bhoohu, Om Bhuvaha, Om Swaha, Om Mahaha, Om Janaha, Om Tapaha 
 Om Satyam II  Om tat Savitar varenyam, Bhargo devasya dheemahi, dhio yonah 
  Prachodayat II Om Apo Jyothiraso Amritam Brahma Bhur Buvah Suvar Om ‘ 

  The significance of this mantra transcends all religions and creeds, which, during their evolution have considered Sun as the life-sustaining god and offered prayers. The god of the Gayatri mantra is ‘Savitr’ a solar deity,’ with Golden hands, Golden Tongue   and Golden eyes’. The Gayatri mantra is addressed to Sun  in the form of ‘Savitr’.  Gayatri is also the goddess of this mantra manifesting in three forms. In the mornings  she is called Gayatri, at noon she is Savitri, and in the evenings  she is called Saraswathi. There are numerous interpretations of what is meant by this mantra, ranging from simple to the  elaborate. The latter may be Upanishadic. Our interpretation of the Gayatri mantra is:

  " We meditate on the divine light of Savitr, which dominates the Earth, the Sky and the Heaven.  Let it stimulate our thoughts." (R.G.)
Hymns (mantras) for other gods are:   
Brahma 

Vedaatmanaaya vidmahe, Hiranyagarbhaya dhee mahi 

tannoh Brahma prachodayat 
Ganesha 
Om Sri Maha Ganapathaye Namah. 
Tat purushaaya  Vidmahe, Vakra thundaaya dhee mahi,
tannoh  Danthi prachodayaat. 
Vishnu. 
Om namo Narayanaya. 
Narayanaya vidmahe, Vasudevaya dhee mahi, tannoh Vishnu prachodayaat. 
 Shiva 
Om namah Shivaya.   
Tat purushaaya vidmahe, Mahadevaya dhee mahi, tannoh Rudra prachodayat.
Shakti
Om Sri Durgayai namah
Katyayanaya vidmahe, Kanyakumari dhee mahi, tannoh Durgi prachoyadaat. 
  Surya
Om namah Suryaya 
Bhaskaraya vidmahe, Maha Dyutikaraya dhee mahi
 tannoh Aditya prachodayat.
Subrahmanya
Tat purushaaya vidmahe, Mahasenaya dhee mahi
tannah Shanmukha prachodayat.
Agni
Vyshvanaraya vidmahe, Laaleelaya dhee mahi, tannoh Agni prachoyadat
Shanthi Mantras
The following Mantras are chanted, seeking divine grace on humanity.
"Om swasthi prajabhyaha paripalayantam
nyayena margena mahim maheeshaha
Goe Brahmanebhyaha shubamastu nityam
lokaaha samasthaa sukhino bhavantu".
"Let the citizens be healthy
and the Rulers be just.
Let cows and the learned be blessed
and the world be happiness filled".  (R.G).
"Kaley varshatu Parjanyah
Prithvi sasya shalini
Deshoyam Kshoba rahitah
Brahmanah santu nirbhayah".
"Let it rain in season
let the earth be green
Let the land be free from famine
And let the learned minds be free". (R.G). 
"Sarveshaam swasthir bhavatu
Sarveshaam shanthir bhavatu
Sarveshaam poornam bhavatu
Sarveshaam Mangalam bhavatu".
Let all of mankind be blessed with healthy, happy, full and peaceful lives
Holy places and pilgrimage centers
India 
The holiest of holy places for Hindus is,  Banaras (Kashi), on the banks of  the Holy river Ganges, (Ganga), in Uttar Pradesh. This ancient city with a recorded history of about 3000 years, is graced by Lord  Vishwanatha (Shiva) and his consort (Annapurna),  also called Vishalakshi. 
Rameshwaram at the Southern tip of India is the Southern counterpart of Kashi, so to say and is the abode of Shiva too. Next in order of importance are, Badrinath and Kedarnath, in the Himalayas. 
Other pilgrimage centers and the main deities are: 
	Ayodhya.

	
Uttar Pradesh.
 
	
 Sri Rama (birth place)  

	Bodh Gaya.
 
	
Bihar.
 
	
Gautama Buddha 

	Dakshineshwar.
 
	 West Bengal.
 
	
Kali   

	Dwaraka.

	
Gujarat.

	
Lord Krishna  

	Gokarna.

	
Karnataka.
 
	
Shiva   

	Kanchi.

	
Tamilnad.

	
Kamakshi   

	Kanyakumari.

	
Kerala
.  
	
Kanyakumari (Parvati) 

	Kurukshetra.

	
Haryana.
 
	
Hindu Dharma Kshetra   

	Madurai.
 
	
Tamilnad.

	
Meenakshi   

	Mathura.

	 Uttar Pradesh.
 
	
 Sri Krishna (birth place)   

	Melukote.

	
Karnataka.
 
	 Cheluvanarayana (Krishna)   

	Nanjanagudu.

 
	
Karnataka
.
	
Srikanteshwara   

	Pandharpur.

	
Maharashtra.
 
	
Panduranga 

	Prayag. 
	
Uttar Pradesh.
 
	 Confluence of Sacred rivers   

	Puri.


	
Orissa. 
	

Jagannath   

	Sabarimalai.

	
Kerala.
 
	
Ayyappa   

	Srirangam.
 
	
Tamilnad.
 
	
Ranganatha   

	Sringeri.
 
	
Karnataka.
 
	 Sharadamba/Shankaracharya

	Tirupathi. 
	
Andhra Pradesh.
 
	 Venkateshwara (Vishnu) 

	Tiruvanatapuram.

	
Kerala.

	
Anantha Padmanabha   

	Udupi.


	
Karnataka.
 
	
Sri Krishna   

	Vaishnodevi.

	 Kashmir. 
	
Durga   


Holy places of Acharya Traya 
The seats of learning (Mathas, Peethas) established by the three acharyas  for spreading the sanskrit language and  Hindu religion are also places of pilgrimage. 

   Shankaracharya order is established at Sringeri  (Karnataka), 

 Dwaraka (Gujarat), Puri (Orissa), and at Badrinath (Himalayas). 

Madhwacharya established Ashta mathaas (8 seats of learning) all in the holy city of Udupi in the state of Karnataka. 

Ramanujacharya’s seats of learning are at Srirangam in Tamilnad 

and  at  Melukote in Karnataka. 

All these centers are headed by learned Acharyas (Gurus), teach respective philosophies and are open to the public, irrespective of caste, creed, religion or gender. 



 u.s.a
Some of the better known temples in USA and the main deities are:
 Sri Mahavallabha Ganapathi Devasthanam. Flushing. NY. (Ganesha).
Sri Venkateswara Temple. Pittsburgh. PA.  (Ventateswara).
Shiva Vishnu Temple. Washington DC/Lanham. MD. (Shiva and Vishnu).
Sri Venkateswara  Swami (Balaji) Temple of Greater Chicago, Aurora. IL. (Balaji).
Hindu Temple of Greater Chicago, Lemont. IL. (Sri Rama.  Shiva and Durga).
New Mathura Vrindavan. Moundsville. WV 26041.(Krishna).
Shri Raseshwari (Radha Rani) Temple. Austin/Barsana Dham.TX. (Radha Rani).
Meenakshi Devasthanam. Houston/Pearland. TX. (Meenakshi).
Sri Venkateswara  Temple. Los Angeles/Malibu. CA. (Sri Rama).

Shiva Vishnu Temple/ Livermore. CA (Shiva /Vishnu
s c i e n c e

  Architecture, Astronomy, Medicine and Surgery, Metallurgy and Mathematics were in advanced stages of development, right from the Vedic period. Much of the documentation at the famous universities of Nalanda, Takshashila and other places of learning were irrevocably lost during the alien onslaughts. After Indian Independence from Britain in 1947, resurrection is taking place on a massive scale, and contemporary scientists hail from all sections of the Indian Society. 
Some Famous Brahmin Scientists of the past 
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Arya Bhata   
  Astronomer.   Mathematician.   Born in Pataliputra on Sunday March 21, 499 (5th century A.D). He is the author of ‘Aryabhatiya’, a monumental treatise on Astronomy. Aryabhata, explained the causes of solar and lunar eclipses, as understood today. He was the first to state the relationship between the diameter and the circumference of a circle. First Indian Satellite was named after him. 
Bhaskara 
12th century Mathematician. Author of  ‘Siddhantha Shiromani’. His other book called ‘Leelavati’, on Algebra, was written to teach the subject to his daughter who had the same name. The second Indian Satellite was named after him. 
Charaka 
Most celebrated authority on medicine, who lived in Vedic times. Author of  ‘Charaka Samhita’. A legend has it that he is an incarnation of ‘Adisesha’.   
Dhanwantari 
Known as physician of the gods, who was born at the churning of the oceans. (Samudra manthana ). Ayurveda is attributed to him. In later literature we read, that Dhanwantari was also the name of the physician in the celebrity group called the Nine gems (Nav Ratnas) in the court of king Vikramaditya. 57 B.C   
Sushruta 
4th century  surgeon and writer on Medicine. Author of ‘Sushrutha   Samhita’.   

Vag Bhata 
Writer on   Medicine.  Author of  ‘Ashtanga  Hridaya Samhita’. Period  is  unknown.   

Varaha  Mihira 
6th century Astrologer and Mathematician, born in Ujjain. Is the author of three monumental books on Astrology, Astronomy and Mathematics relating to the first two.  ‘Pancha Siddhantika’, one of the elements of which is ‘Surya Siddhanta’, is the authority for casting the Hindu Almanac. Brihat Jataka’ deals extensively on the subject of Horoscopes.  ‘Brihat Samhita’, consisting of 4000 sanskrit verses, and deals with weather forecasting, earth quakes, gemology and the relationship between the earth and the solar system and so forth.   
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Dr Jagadish Chandra Bose   
1858 - 1937 

Great Biologist, eminent scientist who showed that plants have feelings. His path breaking discoveries brought him the coveted honor of fellow ship of the Royal Society for Science.   

Dr S. Chandrasekhar  
Physicist. Nobel laureate. (1910-1995) 
Won the 1983 Nobel prize in Physics for his  ‘ Theoretical studies of the physical processes of importance to the structure and evolution of the stars’.   
Dr Chidambara Chandrasekaran
Population Scientist. (1911-1999)
A scientist par excellence who did pioneering work in Demographics. Co-Inventor of the world famous Chandrasekaran - Deming formula for estimation of population growth. A Rockefeller fellow in the early 1940s, was awarded the outstanding international Alumnus award by the John Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public Health. Served the United Nations as early as 1948 and was regional adviser on population policies. Served as population specialist at the International Bank of Reconstruction and Development.  
  Sir C.V.Raman
Physicist. Nobel laureate (1888-1970). 
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The first Asian scientist to win the Nobel Prize, in the year 1930, for his work on molecular scattering of light, later called as the Raman effect. This he discovered using laboratory instruments worth approximately US$ 100! 
Srinivasa Ramanujam
Mathematician  (1887-1920). 

 Prodigy who had no formal education in mathematics, but could solve the most complex mathematical problems with ease. Unanimously elected to fellowship of the Royal Society in Cambridge, in 1918.   
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Some Contemporary Great Scientists 
Prof . Jayant  Narlikar   
Mathematician. Director. Center for Astronomy and Astrophysics. Pune. 

Raja Ramanna
Physicist. Former Chairman. Indian Atomic Energy Commission. 

Shrinivas Kulkarni
Astronomer. Caltech USA
  M.S.Swaminathan
  Agricultural Scientist. Recognized as the father of ‘Green revolution’ in India.   
  U.R.Rao
  Former Chairman. Indian Space Research Organization 
L I T E R A T U R E                

Sanskrit  Literature 
Vedas, Upanishads, Brahmanas and the great Epics of Ramayana and Mahabharata  form  the greatest body of literature ever produced in ancient times. They outweigh the  literature of ancient Rome and  Greece,  combined. 
 Vedas in prose form and the others both in prose and verse forms trace their origin to the ancient Indian language of’ ‘Sanskrit ‘and ‘Vedic’ (not a popular tongue but a dialect handed down from one generation to another in the priestly class) which later merged into Sanskrit. These have been translated into English and a host of Indian languages.  
All these works are written in manuscript form on palm leaves, many of them existing in libraries and priestly households. The oldest known example of a Sanskrit manuscript on palm leaves is in Japan and the oldest on paper, dates back to the thirteenth century and was found in Gujarat. 
Some of the great and early works attributed to Brahmin authors are most of the Upanishads and commentaries there of. 

 Commentaries by the  Acharyas- Shankara, Ramanuja and Madhwa. 
Adhyatma Ramayana by Badarayana (Veda Vyasa) 

Mahabharata  by Veda Vyasa 
Manusmruthi by Vyvasvata Manu 
Artha Shastra (Economics) by Kautilya (Chanakya) 
Kama Sutra (Treatise on pleasure) by Vatsayana 
Charaka Samhita (Medicine) by Charaka 
Malati Madhava  (Drama) by Bhavabhuti. 800 B. C 
Paniniyam (Sanskrit lexicon) by Panini.400 B. C 
Yogasutra (Yoga) by Patanjali. 200 B. C 
Kadambari and Harsha Charita (Ornate prose) by Banabhatta. 7th century 

Kavyadarsa (literary criticism) by Dandin. 7th century 
Raja Tarangini  (History of Kashmir) by Kalhana Pandit.11th century 
Katha Sarit Sagara (collection of stories) by Somadeva Bhatta. 12th century 
Gita Govinda  (Erotic poetry) by Jayadeva. 12th century 

Sri Ramacharita Manasa (Poetry) by Tulsidas. 17th century  
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Tulsidas 
Latter day Literature 
Sanskrit is considered as the mother of Indian languages and is also known as Devanagari (the language of the Gods). It has 52 letters, in phonetic form and reflects all possible sounds we make when we speak. It is the closest to a perfect language known to mankind. A host of languages with Devanagari as the base evolved in India the principal one being Hindi, which has become the mother tongue for a vast majority of Indians. To this group belong Marathi, Gujarati and Bengali. There is another distinct group of languages termed Dravidian languages comprising of Telugu, Tamil, Kannada and Malayalam whose alphabets have their own distinctive characteristics. These are well -developed languages in their own right and have own literary traditions. 

One of the unique features in their evolution is the assimilation of Sanskrit words, phrases and grammar especially into the Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam languages. As a consequence, most of the early literature was by way of translations and commentaries on earlier works. 

Some of the great literary minds of this period were: 
Jnanadeva   
Marathi. Poet and saint. 13th century. 

Vidyapati
Mythili. Poet. 14th century. 

Eknath
Marathi. Poet and  saint. 16th century.   

Modern Literature 

In recent times, especially in the preceding two centuries, hundreds of authors and thousands of works, in all the major Indian languages, have enriched the Indian literary firmament. More information will be included in future updates, after  complete research. 

However, for starters, are included  the names of authors who have received the most prestigious Indian literary award called  ‘Jnanpith’ Puraskar’. These annual awards are made since 1965, by The Bharatiya GnanPith, established in 1944, in New Delhi. 

Although a particular work of the recipient is cited for the award, these scholars have made and are making lifetime contributions to literature. Their combined output exceeds a thousand works, some individuals contributing over one hundred works. Chronologically these are: 

Tarashankar Bandopadhyaya. (Bengali). 
Umashankar Joshi. (Gujarati). 
Sumitranandan Pant. (Hindi). 
Viswanatha Satyanarayana. (Telugu). 
Dattatreya Ramachandra Bendre. (Kannada). 
Vishnu Sakharam Khandekar. (Marathi) 
Shivarama Karanth. (Kannada). 
Ashapoorna Devi. (Bengali). 
Sachidanand Hiranand Vatsayan. (Hindi). 
Birendrakumar Bhattacharya. (Assamese). 
Masti Venkatesha Iyengar. (Kannada). 
Vishnu Vaman Shirwadkar. (Marathi). 
Vinayaka Krishna Gokak. (Kannada). 
Subash Mukopadhaya. (Bengali). 
Mahasweta Devi. (Bengali). 
U.R.Anantha Murthy. (Kannada). 
Girish Karnad. (Kannada).  
English Literature
Rabindranath Tagore (Poetry)
Nobel Laureate
Deepak Chopra ( Health and Holistic ) 
B.K.S.Iyengar ( Yoga )
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	Sir V.S. Naipaul


Sir V.S.Naipaul ( Fiction and Non-Fiction )
Winner of the 2001 Nobel Prize for Literature
R.K.Narayan ( Novels ) 
Dr S. Radhakrishnan (Philosophy)
Raja Rao ( Fiction )
STATECRAFT

The Indian sub-continent was ruled, by kings  and emperors, up till August 15, 1947, when the country gained independence from Britain, to become a democratic nation. With population of about a billion today, India is the second largest country and the largest democracy in the world. 
Under the Kings and Emperors (Rajas and Chakravarthis), Brahmins typically served as prime ministers and ministers. Outstanding among these are, Chanakya (Prime minister of the Maurya Empire under Chandragupta Maurya. (300 B.C.), Vidyaranya (prime minister of Vijayanagar Empire (1317 A.D) and Visvesvaraya  (1861-1962A.D.). Prime Minister of Mysore. . 
The independence movement which culminated in 1947 produced  not only great freedom fighters but also political leaders and Statesmen  who occupied high offices in the post independence period. Here is a roll call of honor. 
First Governor General of free India 
Chakravarti Rajagopalachari, known as Rajaji 
Presidents of India 
Dr Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan  
Varahagiri Venkata Giri
R.Venkataraman
Shankar Dayal Sharma  
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	Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
	Rajagopalachari
	Dr.S.Radhakrishnan


Prime Ministers 
Jawaharlal Nehru  
Morarji Desai
Indira Gandhi
P.V.Narasimha Rao
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Martyrs of freedom struggle executed by the British rulers 
Tatia Tope ( Raghunath  Pant) 
Institution Builders 
Guruji  Golwalkar—Founder. Vishwa  Hindu Parishad.  
K.H.Hedgewar – Founder. Rashtriya Swayam Sevak  Sangh.
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya – Founder. Banaras Hindu University.
Kulapati K.M.Munshi--- Founder. Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan.
Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee —Founder. Hindu Maha Sabha. 
Patriots, Thinkers, Freedom fighters 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak  
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Gopal Krishna Gokhale
Motilal Nehru
Subrahmanya Bharathi
Veer Savarkar
Special honorees 
Vijayalakshmi Pandit – President, UN General Assembly. 
E. M.S. Namboodaripad – First democratically elected communist Chief Minister. 
Recipients of the highest Civilian award - Bharat Ratna 
Chakravarti Rajagopalachari  1954  
Sir C.V.Raman 1954
Dr Sarvapalli   Radhakrishnan  1954
Sir M. Visvesvaraya   1955
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru   1955
Govind  Vallabh Pant   1957
Dr D.K.Karve   1958
Dr P.V.Kane   1963
Indira Gandhi   1971
V.V.Giri   1975
Acharya Vinoba Bhave   1983
Morarji  Desai  1991   
I N D U S T R Y

Sir M. Visvesvaraya (1861-1962) who coined the phrase ‘ Industrialize or perish’, and who as the Dewan (Prime Minister) of the princely state of Mysore, was responsible for starting up several industries, in the early twentieth century, is considered as  the father of modern industry in India.   
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   Sir MV 
Although the Brahmin community has  produced  thousands of
Engineers and Managers, it has only a few big Industrialists. 
  Noteworthy  Industrialists   and   Industrial  houses 
  Kirloskars
Mallyas of UB group
The Pais  of Manipal group  
T.T. Krishnamachari and Sons  
T. V. Sundaram Iyengar and Sons. 
New-generation Entrepreneurs, Superstar Role-models
Amar Bose of Bose corporation. USA  
 Gururaj Deshpande of Sycamore Networks. USA  
Scientist and Philanthropist  
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Gururaj
Padmashree N.R.Narayanamurthy of Infosys. Bangalore
F I N E  A R T S
Music 
Indian music, has it’s   origin in the Vedas, Sama Veda in particular. In fact the arts of music and dance are classified as ‘ Gandharva Veda ‘- the Veda of celestial musicians and singers. Shiva plays ‘Dhamaru’ (drums), Krishna  plays  'Venu’ (flute) and Saraswati the goddess of learning plays the ‘Veena’ (stringed instrument). These are the classical Indian musical instruments. Evolution and adoption have added several new types of instruments in all three categories of percussion, wind and string. Western instrument like the Violin has now become as much a part of Indian musical scene  as the Veena or Sitar. 
Basically there are two systems of classical music, called 
 Carnatic  and  Hindustani. 
The ‘Carnatic Sampradaya’ encompasses music written in Sanskrit and South Indian languages and has a history dating back to the Vedas. 
The origins of Hindustani classical music called the North Indian style (Gharana) can be traced to the courts of the Persian and other Islamic rulers  of fourteenth century India. 
The seven notes  (Sapta Swara) – Sa, Ri, Ga, Ma, Pa, Dha, Ni 
 are common to both styles of music. Whereas these classical forms of music are for connoisseurs, there are other musical forms, of universal appeal. These are folk music, light classical music (Bhavageet  or  Sugama  sangeet) and film music. In terms of variety, volume, popular appeal,  and  number  of fans, film music is indeed phenomenal.. 
Historic perspective 
 Vyasarayaru (A.D 1447-1539) the celebrated Vaishnava guru (Mathadhipati) at Udupi, whose disciples include, the most revered composer Purandara Dasa, is credited with taking Carnatic music to new heights of glory. 
The honor of being recognized as the trinity of Carnatic music goes to Saint Thyagaraja (A.D 1759-1847), Shyama Shastri (A.D 1762-1827) and Muthuswamy Dikshitar (A.D 1775-1835). Between them they have composed over a thousand melodies (Krithis). 
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  Saint Thyagaraja 
  Gems of the past 
 Great  Composers and Singers in Carnatic Sampradaya. 
          Annamacharya.

Ariakudi Ramanuja Iyengar.

 Bidaram Krishnapa.
          Chambai  Vaidyanatha  Bhagavatar.

G.N. Balasubrhmanyam.
          Maharajapuram Santanam.

Musiri Subramania Iyer.

Mutthiah Bhagavatar.
          Mysore Vasudevacharya.

Patnam Subrahmanya Iyer. 
          Most revered Devotional composers and Singers 
         Chaitanya Deva. 
           Sur Das   
           Tulsidas
  
          Great Composers and Singers in Hindustani tradition 
          Bhav Bhatt. (1674-1709)
          Damodar Mishra. 17th century A.D
          Tanna Mishra. 16th Century A.D. (Tansen, one of the Navaratna in Emperor Akbar's court) 
          Renowned  Instrument players. 
          Emani Sankara Sastri (Veena).

Veena Seshanna. 
          Veena Subbanna.

Veena Venkatagiriyappa. 
           Some Contemporary Masters 
           D.K.Pattammal (Carnatic singer).
           Maestro Bhimsen Joshi (Hindustani singer).
           R.K.Srikantan (Carnatic singer).
           Lalgudi Jayaraman (Violin).
           Nikhil Chakravarti (Sitar).
           Palghat Mani Iyer (Mridangam).
           Rajan and Sajan Mishra (Singers).
           Shivkumar Sharma (Santoor).
           Dr L. Subramaniam (violin).
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	Venu Gopala 
	Shiva Nataraja 


Dance 
Birju Maharaj
Brij Mohan Mishra, the living legend of the dance form called Kathak was born in Lucknow in 1937. Dancer par excellence and a great guru, he has single handedly shaped over a hundred budding talents, some of whom are shining as stars in their own right. His contributions to the development of Kathak Kendra, the National  Institute of Kathak at Lucknow, is immeasurable. 
Rukmini Devi Arundale 
Born in Chennai in 1904, she established ‘Kalakshetra’ at Chennai for training artists In Bharatanatyam. This has grown to be a venerable institution.   
Samjukta Panigrahi

Much acclaimed Odissi dancer
All India Brahmin Federation. Gujarat
Shri Subhashchandra Thakar. A 5,  Chaitanya Vihar.
 Vidyanagar Rd.  Anand 388001
All India Brahmin Federation. Haryana
Dr Divakar Pathak  3163 / Sector 23. Chandigarh 160 023. 
All India Brahmin Federation.  Maharshtra.
Shri S.P.Kelkar. 2 Madhuri Apts. Pandit Colony. Nasik. 422 002.  
All India Brahmin Federation.Punjab
Secretary General  Sri Vedrattan Sharma. 
Ganda Singh Wala. Majitha Road. Amritsar. 143 004. 
All India Brahmin Federation.  Uttar Pradesh.
 Dr Harish Sharma. 7/6 Pathwari. Agra. 
Andhra Pradesh Brahmana  Sabha
30-15-18 Srinivasa Nilaya. Daba garden. Visakapatnam. 530 020
 Akhila Karnataka Brahmana Maha Sabha.
3070 Gayatri  Bhavan Road. 9th Main. Banashankari 2nd Stage. Bangalore 560 070. 
Kerala Brahmana Sabha
30/136 Punkunnam. Trissur  680 002. 
Tamilnadu Brahmana Sabha
9,Ansari Road. Ramnagar. Coimbatore 641 009. 
Pondicherry Brahmana Sabha
159/3 4th Cross Road. Venkatanagar. Pondicherry 605 001. 
